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Scattery Islandor InishCathaigh is locatedsome twentykilometreseast of the
mouthof theShannonEstuaryand two kilometressoutheastof Kilrushon the
coastofCountyClare.





Scattery Island lies within the Lower Shannon  
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and the  

Shannon and Fergus Estuary Special Protection  
Area (SPA).







From the nineteenth century, the ecclesiastical buildings  
werecaredfor by the Boardof Works; theentire islandwas  
acquired for the state in 1991 and is now a National  
Monument in State Care under the responsibility of the  
Officeof PublicWorks





Scattery Pilots boarding a  
ship in the estuary, 1953



SinonMcMahonpicturedalongsideshipsmaster,ashegoesabouthisdutyasa  
Piloton theU.S.S.Rvessel, in1966.

Agenerationbefore,SinonMcMahonSenior, picturedona boat fromCappawith  
AndrewRyanofKilrush.



Island in 1986 prior to coming into State ownership



Cathedral of St. Mary & Senan  
Round Tower

Knocknanangel (The Hill of the Angels)



Placesofculturalsignificanceenrichpeople’slives,oftenprovidinga  
deep and inspirational sense of connection: to the community; the  
landscape;to thepastandto livedexperiences









There is one ful -time OPW General Operative
who carriesout the routinemaintenanceon the
islandandwhoalsoskipperstheOPWboat

For maintenance, consolidation and repair  
works,OPWstafftravel to the islandfromthe  
ClareandGalwaydepotsandsub-depots



North Lagoon Farmsteads –before



North lagoon farmsteads – restored



Former Land agent's House / Keane House



Former Land agent's House / Keane House



The Street - Post office



The Street – before works



The Street – before works



The Street – restored



















North Lagoon

(credit: ElaineKeegan)



Chough & Kestrel (credit Mike Brown)

Ringed Plover (credit: Stan Nugent)



Published by National Parks & Wildlife Service 2023



Male HenHarrier Female HenHarrier

(credit: MikeBrowne)







Skellig Michael, Co. Kerry



Scattery IslandVisitors

Visitor numbers:

2021 =6,104

2022 =4,758

2022 =4,713



Castletown House, Co. Kildare

Kilmainham Gaol, Dublin

Kilkenny Castle, Kilkenny



Clonmacnoise, Co. Offaly

Rock of Cashel, Co. Tipperary

Charles Fort, Kinsale, Co. Cork







Senan’s Well Senan’s Church & Senan’s Bed



Inis Cealtra, Co.Clare Carrigaholt Castle, Co.Clare



Vandeleur Gardens Loop HeadLighthouse



Teampall na Marbh (The Church of the Dead)



Napoleonic Battery



View of the battery over gun emplacement showing magazine  
and later pilot’s house from 1930s Magazine



(credit:MikeBrowne) ViewfromPier,showing‘TheStreet’ontheleft(NationalLibraryofIreland–LawrenceColection)

Thank you
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